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Caring for your newly spaded tree
The Bruce Company has taken steps during the installation process to ensure that your trees adapt to their 
new environment.  It is critical to the health of your trees that proper care is continued as outlined below. 

At the time of installation, your transplanted trees were watered thoroughly.  We also added root stimulator 
and fertilizer tablets to help your trees recover from the stress involved with being transplanted. 

The weather at any given point in the season should be considered in the care of your trees. For the initial 4 
to 6 weeks after installation, the soil moisture should be checked about every three days.  During spring and 
fall when temperatures are lower and there is more rain, plan on watering 1 to 2 times per week.  Summer 
installed plants may require 2 to 3 waterings per week. It is essential to water newly planted trees and
 evergreens through fall, and up until the ground freezes. The survival rate is much better when the trees go 
into winter with a reserve of water.  This is especially important with evergreens because they will continue 
to lose water from transpiration on warm winter days.

Check the moisture content by removing a soil sample with a spade, trowel or soil probe, sampling 
at a 6” - 8” depth. If the soil sample crumbles, it is too dry. If it is muddy or sopping, it is too wet. 

Apply sufficient water so that the soil containing the roots is thoroughly moist and then allow it to dry 
enough so that some air can penetrate the root area.  Roots, like leaves, need oxygen and too much 
continuous water prevents the soil from “breathing”.  

When watering, a root feeder probe is the best method to effectively get moisture to all of the tree’s roots.  
Another successful method is to place the open end of a hose against the trunk, set the flow slow enough to 
permit the water to penetrate the ground surface under the tree.  If the water begins to run off, the flow is 
excessive.

Proper watering during the first growing season is the single most important factor in successful
transplanting.  Congratulations on your new investment!
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